all on. © Beta FR 


FY To” 


<LI 
* 


* Friday the 26: of OF Fober, £65 Fo 


Rdered by His Highneſs the Lord Privatie, and the Conctl, 
ﬀ That this Declargtion be forthwith 1 Printed and Publiſhed... 


Hen: Scobel, Clerk of the Council, 


be ; # 
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A Declaration of His Highneſs, by the Ad- 
. vice of His Conncil ; Setting forth, on the behalf 


ofthisCoMMON-VVEAL TH, the Juſtice of 
their Cauſe Againſt, Sp. AIN, 


SE H E Juſt and moſt Reaſonable Cauſes: and Grounds 
| of Our lat& Enterprize upon ſome I{lahds, poſleſled 
Bs by the SubjeRts of the King of Spain in the Weſt- 
C Ingies, arexety obvious to any that ſhall refleR yp- 
«9 on the poſture wherein the ſaid King and his People 
"Ezs have alwaies ſtood,in relation to the Engliſh Nation 
ZO in thoſe parts of America, which hath heen no other 
then a continual ſtate of open War and Hoſtility ; at the firſt moſt un- 
juſtly begun byrhem,and ever ſipce ja like ſort continued and proſecut 
contrary rothe Common Rightand Law of Nations, and the particular 
Treaties between England and Spain. $7. 
' It is true indeed, That of late Years the Engliſh have for the moſt 
patt-been Patients, and upon the Defenſive onely, which may poſſibly 
© occaſion ſome to look upon the late Expedition into the woſt-Tudiey, xg 
an Entrance jnt0.e new War, and not, as it was indeed, the groſecution 
of a War already i being and ſtill (notwithſtanding all Fa irious on 
rhe part of this State, for Jerling a firmPeace and friendly Commerce in 
thoſe parts) obſtinatly continued and carried on by the Spaniards ; who, 
25 off as they have opportunity, without any juſt Cauſe or Proyocation 
2t all, ceaſe not to,kill and \laughter, nay, ſometimes in cold Blood, 10: 
murder the People of this Nation, ſpoiling ctheur Goods and Eſtates, de- 
ſtroying their Colonies and Plantations, taking alſo their (Ships ( if they” 
meet with any ) upon thoſe Seas, and uſing chem in all chings as Ene- 
mies, or rather as Rovers and Pyrates, for ſo they moſt injurio oh 
i3gnomiiapſly brand allNations (except themſelves) which ſhall prefame: 
NA $4 Cr Seas,ypon.no other or better Right:or Title, yþo= that 
of the Popes Donation,and their firſt Diſcovering tore parts ofthe Weft- 
Indies ; whereupon they would appropriate to themſelves. the fole ig» 
niory of that New World ; of which moſt abſurd Pretenſion,chere will 
he occafien to ſpeak more largely, when We come to conſider the Cauſes 


A 2 why 
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why the —_ ſhould think it ; aſooable for them to.exerciſe all 
manner of Hoſtility in thoſe parts againſt the Engliſh,in ſo far as to make 
ſuch of them, as by ſtreſs of weather, Shipwrack, or other like Caſualty, 
are caſt upon thoſe Coaſts, Priſoners,nay,Slaves ; and yet to accompt it a 

eat Injury, and Breach of the Peace (even here in Erope ) for the 
Enolich to attempt ary thing upon them in thoſe parts by way of Reta- 
liation, and for their juſt SarisfaRion. 

Bur although the King of Spain's Embaſladors (emboldened npon the 
aſſurance of a prevalent Spaniſh FaQion, alwaies in . the Council of the 
late King and his Father) have had the Confidence to make moſt ridicu- 
lous and irrational Complaints and Demands, upon any thing done in 
that kinde by the Engliſh; yet would not the ſaid Kings ( though too 
much addicted to the Spaniards ) ever tie their own SubjeAts hands, 
where the Spaniards held their hands to be looſe, but ſuffered them to 
- repel Force by Force, and to exerciſe As of Hoſtility in thoſe parts 
againſt the Sparierds,who never would keep any Peace there; inſomuch 
that about the Year One thouſand fix hundred and fourty, when this 
Queſtion was brought into debate before the Council of the late King, 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador demanding the Rop of certain Veſſels then in 
the River, ready to ſer ſail for America, with Commiſſions to exerciſe 
Ads of Holtility there againſt the Spaniards ; And the Engliſh, upon a 
Demand made of Commerce in the Weſt-{ndies, by the Lords of the 
Council appointed for thar Afair,being denied the ſame,they determined 
that rhe a ſhould proceed in their Enterprizes, . which they did ac- 
cordingly- 2: HE do tr 

Thus far the late Kings owned their SubjeAs in the War they main- 
tained in thoſe parts, upon their private accompt, although through the 
prevalency of the fore-mentioned Spaniſh FaRtior, they would never af- 
ford.chem that publick Prote&ion which was. due unto them, and which 
was ſuitable to the Honour and Intereſt of this Nation. And it would 
haverbem as Diſhonourable and Unworthy for Us, who, through the 

eſs and providence of God, were ſo well furniſhr with Ships. of 
xr fit for Foreign Service, to have let them lie rotting at home, rather 
thantg have employed them for the juſt Revenge of ſo much Engliſh 
(why -niy we not alſo ſay)1ndias' b1009,ſo unjuſtly, inhnmanly,and fo 
cruelly ſpilt by the Spaniards in thoſe parts, Since God hath of one 
Blood, all Nations of ras to awell on all the face of the Earth, and 
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their ha- 
| 39G09 YE; $571 bitation; 
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biration- ; And certainly , at one time or another , by ſome hand or 


other,God will have an accompr of the Innocent Blood of ſo many Mil- 
lions of [ndias, ſo barbarouſly Butchered by the Spaniards, and of the 
Wrong and Jnjuſtice that hath been done unto them. . 

But We (ball have noneed to have recourſe unto the common Bro® 
therhood between all Mankinde , which in ſome ſort may intereſt 
them in the horrid, and enormious Injuries of each other, the blood 
and ſpoils of our own Countreymen, being ſufficient to warrant the 
late Expedition, beſides the Conſideration of Preſent Intereſt , and 
Future Security to this Nation, and all its Allyes, eſpecially of the 
Proteſtant Religion, with ſundry other Reaſons and Motives, which 
were Inducements to that Undertaking , the which .ir is not Our 


- Buſineſle, ( at preſent ) particularly to declare, but the-Juſtice-and 


Warrantableneſle thereof ; For the better cleering whereof, and md- 
nifeſting what hath been already alleadged in generall, it will be neceſ- 


- fary tocaſt our eyes a little back , and to take a view of the TranſaQi- 


ons between Exgland and Spain, and the ſtate they have been in, with 
Relation to each. other, fince the Reformation of Religion, and the Diſ- 
covery of the Weſt-Indies; which two great Revolutions , happenitig 
neer about the ſame time, did very much alter the State of Aﬀairs in the 


World,eſpecially in Relation to the Engli/» and Spaniſe Nations, who 


| ever ſince have taken a Different, and almoſt a contrary Meaſure of their 


Incerelt,from what they did before. For, although-the late King; and 
His Father , contrary to the Stream and Current of the AſeHions, and 


Hearts of this Nation ', patched up two Treaties of Peace with Spain; 


yet thoſe New Principles, begotten through the Diflerence of Religion, 
and the Continuall Quarrels 1n the W«/t- Indies , rogether with the 
Spaniards perpetual Jealouſies of the Engi:/3; in reſpeR of his Treaſure 
there,as they. have rendred the hate Endeayours of this Commonwealth 
Fruitleſs, as to the ſettling of a Firm Peace, upon Juſt and Honourable 
Terms , ſo were they the true Cauſes that induced Philip the Second 
King of Spain, in therime of Queen Elizabeth , to break that Ancient 
and long un-interrupted League , which this Nation had with his Pre- 
decefſours,both of the Bargaundian and Caſtilian Line, and enteripg in- 
to'a War with the faid Queen,to Defign ( and depending a Treaty, of 
Peace) in the year One thouſand five hundred eighty eight; to attemnr 
atotall Conqueſt of this Nation, which muſt needs, ly-cloſe, by £ngis/b 


mens hearts,and will not caſily out of their Mindes.And albeit there was 


[ . A3. - after 
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after, a kind of Peace and Commerce in Exrope ( _ never ſuch a 
one, as that an Bog man durlt own his Religion in the Spaniſh Do- 
minions;or keep'a Bible in his Houſe or Ship) yet in the Y+#7- Indves the 
Spaniards would never fince admit either of Peare or Commerce, not+ 
withſtanding that both are expreſly accorded by the Treaty made be- 
tween Hevry the Eighth, King of England, and the Emperor, Charles 
the Fifth, in the year One thouſand five hundred fourty ewo, wherein 
Peace and free Commetce is agreed upon berween the ewo States, and 
the Subjedts of each Prince in all the Dominions, Ports, and Territories 
of each other whatſoever, without any exception of the X+ſt- Thdees, 
though at that time in poſſeſſion of the ſaid Emperor. 7 
- And as $0 the Article of Peace in all parts of the World; It ts exprefſ- 
ly eqttaited in all the Treaties of Peace , 'that ever were between the 
two Nations ; neither is there any reſtriftion of Commeree in any Trea- 
ty before that of One thouſand fix handred and four , whereunto rhe 
[Mt Treaty, in the year One thouſand (ix hundred and thirty,” doth &x- 
aMtly agree, as to this matter. In which two laſt Treaties, Commerce is 
agrced mm al and fingutag the Dominions,of both States 5 i Which, be- 
& the WW ar breWeen Philip the Second King: of Spain, and Elizaberh 
Ouetn of 'En land , there had been Commerce betwien the #Wo. 
ingdoms, like and according to the-nſe and ot ſervance of the 
. eAnciens Leagues and Treaties made. before the ſaid time : 
Theſe#tx the words of the Treaties , . which leave the matrer doubtfull, 
and ſh Ring 'Fames was contented to flubber up a Peace: with Spain, 
when he reſumed rhe Treaty;which was on foot a lictle before the death 
of Queen Elizabeth ; and wherein, amongſt other things, ſhe gave her 
Commilſtioners Inſtructions to inſiſt upon Commerce, and a Free Trade 
m the et: Indies. - f | | 
' ," But King James (+ who was exceeding fond of a Peace with Spain ) 
was content to leave that Pointin ſuch fort, as that cirher part might in- 
rerpretthe Article.in their own ſenfe ; although if choſe words: of The 
uſe and 'obſervance of the «Ancient Lea gues and T reaties are to'beun- 
deritood (as jh Reaſon th:y ought ) according to what of Right ought 
£& have beerrobſerved, "and gor according ro what: in Fa was praftiſet 
68 the Spariizrgs'parr, in dire vioatjon thereof, (which wis continu 
all matter of complaint on the part of cheEngliſh,and of quarrel betiyeen 
the two Marie) irs very evident by the expreſs words of the Ancient 
Treaties, That rhe Engliſh were to have Commerce, as well as Peace, in' - 
allthe Spaniſh Domintons whatſoever. But 


—— 


cond King of Sp4;», as after the Peaces' made by King James in the year 


 Weonghr not to be excluded from ir;neither by the Ancient Treaties,nor 


| Spains?\1don of War ranging that Coat, aud finding theſe Ships at anchor- m- Yaphnio's 


bh £.; 
- Butif the meaſure of the: Obſeryance of the. Ancient Leagnes and 
Treaties, 19 to be taken from the manifeſt Violation and Infrinpemenc 
of them, the Spaniards may have ſome colotr to interpret thar Clauſe 
of the faſt Treaties, as reſtraining Commerce in thoſe parts. And yer, 
for the firſt half of the time between the afore»mentioned Treaty 15 42. 
and the breaking forth of the War between Queen Elizabeth and Philip 
the Second King of Spain , there appeareth- as: mueh in matter of Fact 
for the Permiſſion , as for the Probibitton'of Trade in thoſe parts» And 
after, when the Spaniards utterly refuſed Commerce, the Exchange of 
Wares was turned into-the Enchange of Blows,and of Powder and Shot, 
as well before the War between Queen Elizabeth, and Philip the Se- 


1604, and by his Son in the year 1630, yet ſo, as that it did not jnter- 
rupt the Commerce in theſe parts of Europe; although now the King of 
Spain by his late Embargo, hath firſt interpreted the Quarrels of thoſe 
parts,to extend unto theſe of Exrope alſo. | 

But We do not inſiſt either upon the interpretation of theTreaties,or 
Righrof Commerce thereby, or. otherwiſe, as that whereon We have 
any need ro. tate our Quarcel , it being founded upon Clear and Undis 
ſpurable Grounds. , as We ſhall preſently declare ; yet ſuch things as 
may not be fo neceſſary Cauſes whereupon to found andbegin a War, 
may be reaſonable-Impediments to the concluding of a Peace, or at-leaft 
to the'renewing of a League, wherein We cannot have'ſo much allawed, 
as in former Leapnes have been admitted , and' in reaſon may be expe- 
&ed ; which may ſerve alſo for an Anſwer to-that Queſtian, Why, ha- 
ving renewed our Leagues with all other Nations, We have not done it 
witli the King of Spazn, and that We:have not demanded as a Conditi- 
on thereoh,, his righe Eye, mach lefſe (as bach been ſaid) both-his Eyes, 
becauſe We would not be at the Mercy of a cruell Inquiſition, where We 
areadmitted to Commerce;and'would be'atmirtedro Conimerte, whete 


of 'Common Right ; forakhough the King, of Spain hath formerly taken 
u gon him to preſcribe us;Bonnds of Tradegupon alawy madeby-the Pope, - , |; 
inhibicingal) Trade 8&Cormmerce with Turks, Jews & ocher Tnfidels;% and, Wn 


of Briſtol, with divers Merchants of. London, in the-year 1606. aud 1607; having th BU 
tveir $2455 on 8be Coaſt of Barbary,in trade With the-People' of that Conntrey,. the { ing" 


elsj-ZÞtir Dfſes arwvvinitd 006008 two theit 
- « upon 


would not give liberty of Tra#ls with] 


Saucta Crue2iRoatl, rifledthem of what 5 ao me, Trac the Kip their” 
{if 
ſand pounds, 
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upon that Accompt, his Ships of War in time of Peace, have taken and 
ſpoiled Our-Ships in-other parts of the world, as well as inthe Yet. 7n- 
es ; And although by thelike Authority from the Pope, and upon the . 
Title of his-Donation, he claimeth a Right over the Indians, as if they 
were all his SubjeRs,even thoſe that atually are not under his Power or 
Obedience ; yet We acknowledge no ſuch Right,neither in the Pope nor 
King of Spain, to take away from the I adians the Right of their Liber- 
ty, or from Us the Right which We have by the Law of Nature,and of 
Nations,of Converſe and Commerce with them, eſpecially ſuch of them 
as are not actually under the Power and ſubjeRion of the King of Spair. 
Another Impediment to the renewing of the League with Spain, is 
mavifeſt and notorious, and ſuch as catterh off all Aſſurance from Pub- 
lick Miniſters and Agents employed into the Domintons of the King of 
Spain, upon any Negotiations of Amity, or other Tranſaftions between 
the two States, where the Prince holdeth forth ſuch Principles, as render 
him uncapable to give Security and Proteftion to Ambaſladors and Pab- 
lick Miniſters, againſt Aſaſſinations and outragious Attempts of violence 
upon their Perſons, which, for the preſerving of Entercourſe,and a good 
nderſtanding between Princes and States, by the Law of Nations, have 
5 alwaies been held moſt inviolable, and more ſacred than thoſe Sanfua- 
Thi 4>- ries, whoſe Priviledges ( derived from the Authority of the Pope and 
Clauſe fr Church of Rowe ) have been pretended to elude and avoid the Execution 
Lettey of Juſtice from time ts time demanded, and inſiſted upon by this Com- 
=t from monywealth, upon the Aſſaſſinates of Mr. eLnthony Aſcham, ſent under 
She Parlia- 2 Publick CharaRter from this Commonwealth into Spain, to procure 
| = and ſettle a good Underſtanding berween the rwo Nations ; for which 
heirSpeg. darbarous Murder, no ſatisfaction or —__ puniſhment upon the ſaid 
ker, tothe Aſſaſlinates, could ever be obtained, though required * by the Parlia- 


of 

| 4 in January 1650. viz. We require of your Majeſty, and inſiſt ___ ic, That SatisfaRion 
be at length given to Publick Juſtice, touching the flagitious Murder of eAnthony Aſcham, 
Our Refidens; And the rather, becauſe after due Puniſhment infli&ed upon the Authors of a 
Wickedneſs of fuch a nature, We (hall not doubt to ſend Our Embaſſador to your Royal Court, 
£0 treat of choſe things which may be of Advantage, aſwel to your Majeſty, as to this Qur Com- 

zonwealth, Onthe contrary, if} We ſhould ſutfer that Blood, notorious by ſo many circum- 
Kances, to paſſe unavenged, We fhall neceſſarily in the ſight of God, OQur only Deliverer, and 
theeverlaſting Fountain of Our Mercies, and before the whole Engliſh Nation, become Part- 
[mers inthe Guilt ; eſpecially if We ſhall afzerwards ſend another Engliſh-man into that Kipg- 
dom, where it is lawful for any, without fear of puniſhment, ro murder him ; But We for Our 
{parts have ſo highan eſteem of your Majeſty, T hat we cannot eafily beleeve your Royal Power 
[within your own Dominions, to be ſubjeRed to any foreign Pewer whatſoever. 


ment 


! 
| 
| 
” 


WES. - 9) 
'*- Want, andoften infiſted upon by (9: Council of State in their behalf, 


any juſt Cauſe or Provocation ( and where the Queſtion of Commerce 


bad deceived him of twenty thouſand Duckets, but if that 
ſand Duckets, then be vowed ref ently to ſend bim all bu Thirty men aboard ſafe, and then 


' pours diſeaſe. This Ranſom with otber 


which bath been a contiquall and moſt juſt Obſtacle), to the renewin 
of the Leagues between the two Nations , and might well be eſteemed 
( according to what hath beep practiſed amongſt other Nations , upon 
the like occafion ) a juſt Cauſe of a War. PoE one 

Bur asto the ſtate of Our Quarcrell in the weſt-Indies ; Whereas 
We haye Colonies in Americag: as well in Iflands as upon the Conti- 
nent, upon as good and a better Ticle then the Spatiards have any, and 
haye as good a right to Sail in thoſe Seas as themſelves ; yer without 


was not at all in the Caſe>) they have notwithſtanding, continually in- 
vaded, in an Hoſtile maner, Que Colonies, flain Our CBlncHfinbl traken 
Our Ships and Goods,deſtroyed QurPlantations,rmade Our People Pri- 
ſoners and Slayes, and have continued ſo doing from time to time, til} 
the yery time that We undertook the Bf Expedition againſt them. 

Whereupon, contrary to what hath been formerly pratifed , they 
have alſo made an Embargo of Our Ships , and Arielted the Perſons 
and Goods of all Engliſh men io Sp4i»; ſq that' whether We look to 
the parts of America or of Europe, they are the firſt beginners ahi 
cauſers of the War , and of al the Blood and Inconvenicnce that ma 
euſue thereupon. Fs x Rds WERY WRETI_ne 

The inſtances of ghe continyall Ads of Hoſtility,and Cruelties,exerci- - 

ſed by the Spaniards againſt the Engliſh in thei Ye/?-Tndies in the times 
of Peace, both from the Year, 1604 , when a Peace was made by Kin 
Fawies, till the War broke out again , and from the concluſion of the 
Laſt Peace in the Year 1630, till this time, are very many, and very 
Barbaxous,and Bloody, We ſhall content Our ſelves with ſome * few. , Sipe 


led the Uliſſes,being in Trade upon the Coaſt of Guiana, ben the Merchants and Marrine 
went onſhore upou'the Faith and Oaths of Don Berreo Governour of that place ; to whi 
Oaths the Marriners giving Credit, were notWitbſtanding Thirty of them ſuddenly t k en an 
committed,and Letters written from the Governour to the Merchant, That it Was true be bag 
taken Thirty of bis men priſoners , for that divers os oh that had formerly xr aded there 

e would ſend bin the Twenty thi 


outiuae thrir. Trade alſo : whereupon,the Merchants ſent him in Plate and Goods, bis de 
Sion ; #1 hyben the Governour or Berreo bad reteived, be cauſed all the Thirty men 1 
be ſtrangled to trees, except the Chirurgeon of the Ship which nas kept alive to exe theGovare 
ie Fr as” ein to Seven Hoya pounds, © 

er b 
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After the Peace concluded in the Year 1605, a Ship called the Jfary, 
Ambroſe Birch being Maſter, was in Trade upon the North-fide of Hi» 
{paniolain the Weſt» Indies ; and the Maſter with fix of his Company 
being enticed on Shore by a Prieſt called Father Job» , to ſee ſome Mer- 
chandize,under promiſe of ſecure and fair Trading, and twelve Spaniards 
©0ing aboard the Ship to view the £ng/z/> Wares ; whilſt the Engli(b 
Merchants were ſhewing them their Merchandize, nothing doubting of 
any fraud, the Watch-word being given from the ſhore by the Prieſt, 
every Spaniard drew out a great Knife, and ſtabbed all the Exgliſs men 
aboard , except two that leaped into the Sea , and the reſt on the ſhore 
were put to ſtrange deaths, and the Maſter himſelf was ſtripped naked, 
and bound to a tree with cords, and ſo pinched and ſtung to death, being 
naked, by Moſqueto's z where continuiag about twenty hours, a Negro 
hearing a man roar, and cry in that extremity, and finding him, ran him 
through with his Lance : T his Ship and Goods was worth five thou- 
ſand four hundred pounds. 

Another Ship called the Archer was the ſame Year taken near to 
Santto Domingo, and all her men executed; This Ship was worth 
Thirteen hundred pounds. 

Another Ship called the Amity of London with her Pinace, was taken 


« Don Lewis Faczards Governour of the King of Spains Armada, 
e 


the Ship and Goods were Confiſcated , and the Merchants and Mari- 
ners all caſt into the Sea, except one Boy to do them ſervice ; This Ship 
and Pinace were worth Five thouſand tix hundred pounds. 

Another Ship called the Scorn, having her men on ſhore, upon eon- 
fidence of the Spaniards Oaths, they were notwithſtandiog all ſtrangled 
to trees : where their Owners loſt their Ship and Goods , amounting to 
Fifteen hundred pounds. R 

In the Year one thouſand ſix hun- AMr. John Davies loſt two Pins- 
dred and fx , 4 Ship called the Nep- ees With all the Goods in them,and had 
tune, was taken near the Tortuga: b - the men in the ſame murtbered ; to 
the Spaniſh men of W ar, being a , 4 ''y oy ſo hou ni fo b ove 
Four thouſand and three hundred ad... ree thouſa i ucarracs 

unds. : 

In the ſame Year, another Ship called the Zark,was taken by Do 
' Lewis Faczardo,. and confiſcated with her whole Lading , being 
worth Four thouſand five hundred and ſeventy pounds. 

Another 


Aonther Ship called the Caſtor and | oe 
Pollux , was taken by the Spaniards Fr frag =, Ser 
upon the Coalt of F/orida,which they Maſter was John Lock) was by. the 
conhſcated 5 and executed all the Men SpaniſhForces taken near the Iſland of 
in her, or kept them Slaves, for they Tortugas , for trading and cutting 
could never be heard of fince : This Wood;and for the ſame the Ship and 
Ship wich her Merchandize was ©904s confiſcated , and moſt of the 


orth Fifteen thouſand pounds: en taken and executed, and the reſt 
- _n Yonge committed to the Galleys to the loſs of 


In the Year 1608,1 Ship called The ;:. 
Richard of Plimonuth : wheteof was Five thouſand three hundred pounds, 


Captain one Henry Challins, being ſer forth by the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Popha Sir Ferdinando Gorges, and others for Virginia , and by vio- 
lent Storms being driven to the ſouthward of the Cana77 Iſlands, and 
then bending her courſe for the place they intended, in 27 degrees , by 
chance they met with Eleven fayl of Spaniſh Ships coming from Sr. 
D omingo, which took the ſaid Ship, notwithſtanding that the Captain 
ſhewed the Kings Broad Seal for his Warrant, yet the ſhip and Goods 
were confiſcated, and the men moſt cruelly uſed,and ſeat to rowe in the 
Gallies ; whereby was loſt above Two thouſand five hundred pounds. 

The like was done to another Ship called the Ayde, taken by Dor 
Lewis Faczarao, under colour of friendſhip, and the Ship and Goods 
confiſcated, and all the men ſent to the Gallies, where ſome were bea- 
ten to death with Cudgels , for that they refuſed to rowe ; which Ship . 
and Goods were worth by the Spaniards own computation, Seven 
thouſand pounds. 

In the ſame Year, another Ship called the Lune Gallant, Mr. Wil- 
liam Curry Maſter, being in Trade upon Hi/paniela, the Ship and 
Goods were confiſcated,and the whole company hanged up with papers 
written upon them, Y HT CAME YOU HIT HER? This 
Ship and Goods was worth Eight thouſand pounds. 

Theſe particulars may ſuffice to ſhew ywhat Peace the Spaniards kept 
with Us in the Weſt-1ndies in the time of King James , who was very 
careful , or rather fearful, to break the Peace with them ; And the like 
Hoftile and Bloody Foot-ſteps, We may trace down from the time of 
the laſt Peace concluded in the year 1630,unto this very time. 

We ſhall begin with the Colonies of this Nation, ſerled by certain 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, in the Iſlands of Cattelins ( called by them 
Providence ) and Tortugas ( by them named Aſſociation ) wh 

| | | WE © ut 


about the year 1629, being void of all Inhabitadts , and rame Beaſts or 
Cartel, wete aRtually poſſeſſed by the Engliſh in tithe of Open War 
berwen England and Spain ; And the -next year a Peace being con- 
cluded between-che two Nations , and no Claim or Reſervation therein 
of the ſaid Ifhands by the Spaniards,the late King did by his Letters 
Pattens under the Great Sea} of England, ( notwithſtanding that Peace } 
aſſume the ſaid Iſlind of Providence, with other adjacent Iſlands , as 
part of his own Dominions , and did grarit the ſame to divers Noble- 
men and Gentlemen , and their Succelfors ; and:the next year extended 
his Grant to the aforementioned Iftand of Torryg as, | 
And notwithſtanding that the ſaid Adventurers were-in poſſeſsion 
of the Tflands aforeſaid, by the late Kings Grant, founded upon-a double 
Right,that of Nature, the Places not being in the'pofſeſsion of the Spa- 
niardsor any others ; and that of War , being taken in the time of 
War, and'not extepted in the Treaty of Peace, and conſequently the 
Spaniards pretenſions thereunto ( if they had any ) extinguiſhed, by 
their own Apretment inthe Second Article of the laſt Treaty ; And 
not wichſtanding'that neither che ſaid Coinpany , nor-any employed by 
thictm,did-give theleaſt juſt Cauſe of Offence unto the King 6f Spain, or 
ahy of his mbjeRts, until fach time as 'they had firſt affaulred their 
Ships and Colonies, and fAlaindivers of the Engliſh therein, burning-and 
defttoying "their Phnitarionis ; yet the Spaniards obſerving no [Peace 
with the Enptiſh in thoſe'patts, aboar the 22. of Fanwary 1632, with» 
variny juſt Provocation, did afſaaitone of the Ships of the ſaid:Com- 
pany, called Tve Sea-flower, in her peaceable Return fromProvidence, 
between'the Tortwgas and the Cape of Florida ; in which Afault, they 
kitffed fome;ahd worinded'orhers'in the ſaid Ship. 
— Andafterabour the year 1634, the Hind of Tortnga was aflaulted 
by Uivers Subjedts of the Kidg of Spain, in four Veſlels , thoughrhere 
was no Provocation at*all on the pate 6f the Engliſh/, in whictrafaule, 
thtteſcore or more ' were flain, divers wonded and taken prifoners, 
their Phntations fpo:led., their Houſes burned , their Goods roa:preat 
value cattied away by the Spaniards, -and'the Hand: wholly diſ-peophked 
thereby of the Englifh, whereof ſome being hanged ,-and others catvictd 
priſoners tothe 'H4vara, were detained ih cruel flavery ,-and'oneof 
them talled Grymes,” formerly a'Gutiner at Torraga, was therebatba- 
rouſly-murthered z and foine'of them fiying for refuge toiSuntiaiCrave, 
ah Iſhand void'df Inhabitants , wete'purſued thirher by:the m—_— 
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three Friggots , and'there afſautted in March 1636 ; in which, Afaule 
about forty of the Engliſh were Nlain,and rhe reſt carried away priſoners, 
and uſed with very much hardſhip. 

And the 24 of 7=ly 1635 ;the Ifland of Providence it ſelf was aflault- 
edby the Subjects of the King of Spain, in two great ſhips and a Frig- 
g0t, which maintained a'Fighr fordivers hours, but were beaten off at- 
that rime, 'and forced ro diſcontinue their Attempt , till they renewed it 
again about the year 1640, with twelve fail of Ships, great and ſmall, 
whereof the Admirall was the Armadilloof Carragena, one of the King 
of Spain's Gallioons of his Plate-Fieet ; from this Fleer having landed a 
conſiderable number of Soldiers,they promiſed themſelyes the. Conqueſt 
of the Iſland, bur were again-repulſed with a conſiderable Lofſe -on their 
part ; yet ſoon afterreturning with another Fleet,the Colony being then 
fallen1nto Diviſions and DiſtraQions amongſt themſelves , they did not 
think ſo mach of making a good Defence, as of making:good Conditions 
for themfelves , which upon the Delivery up of rhe Mand, with little or 
no oppoſition they obrained-; bur the'T{land was thereby wreſted from 
the faid Adventurers, and from the Commonwealth, :co the particular 
Lofle of the one, above'Erghty-choufand pounds,and tothe Publique Diſ- 
honor and Detriment of the other-; And being poſſeſſed by the Spani- 
ard,z (hip that came from-NeW England with ſorye People from:thence, 
that mrended to have tranſplaared- themſelves intoithat'Ifland, was cun=- 
ingly drawn within thereach of their Canen/(being/ignorant that ithe 
| Place was in the'Spanizrdsr hands ) and:gor off with a great doabof. xgn- 
2er and d'fficulty,, and che lofſe of the Maſter of the Ship (avery honeſt 
man) who was ſlain with a'Canon fhot from therifland. 

Neither were theSpantards content to bound their Enterprizes againſt 
the ſaid Adventurers within the parts 6f ««Awweraa,, butialfo extended 
their acts of hoſtility againſt chem ro:thefe'parts of E=rope ; foroenthe 
25 of December 1638. a ſhip calledthe Providence , ibelonging to:the 
ſaid Company, under the Command of -Captam Thomas: ewmanr, was 
aſſauſted and 'ſurprized'two Leagues off 'D onyexefſe: upon the Coiſts of 
England, by one Captain Springfiald ,''Captain 6f a >Dan kirk Man of 
War; and carried ro Danksrk,ahere thefard Goods were detained {be- 
ing by diverſe there acknowledged robe of 'Lhirty thouſand-pounds.ya- 
lue) andof the Eng/iſraboard the aid'Ship)*ſome were ſhin , others 
wounded, and the reſt aftera barbarous and uncivik Uſage aboard , were 
carried priſoners to Dankirk, as ans uſed with — 
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ſhip, till they found means to eſcape 3 And notwithſtanding that the ſaid 
Adventurers uſed all due means for to obtain fati:faRion, and that the 
late King by bis Agent, Sir Balthazar Gerbeere, and by his Letters, as 
well written by Secretary Cook, as with his own hand, required Juſtice 
on their behalf ; yet could they not obtain Reſtitution of aoy part of the 
ſaid Goods, or any Reparation in lieu thereof. 

There are Examples of more freſh and bleeding Memory , as' that of 
Santa Cruce, aflaulted by the Subjes of the King of Spain, from 
Puertorico, about the year 165 TI. _ an Iſland formerly void of all 
Inhabitants, and poſſeſſed at that time by a Colony of the Engliſh, un- 
der the Command of Captain Nicholas Philips , who, together wich 
about a hundred more of the ſaid Colony, were {lain and butchered by 
the Spaniards, who ſeized the Ships in the Harbour, pillaged,burnt,and 
deftroyed their Plantations , and Houſes, and finding no more men to 
maſſacre (part of the Inhabitants eſcaping by flight into the Woods) the 
Spaniards returned to Prertorico, and gave oppo: tunity to that miſe- 
rable, and almoſt ſtarved Remnant, to betake themſelves to other adja- 
cent Iſlands, and totally deſert that of Sanita Cruce; yer the Spani- 
ards returned after a while from Pwertorico, to hunt out. and murther 
thoſe who had retired themſelves into the Woods, but they found means 
to eſcape their hands, and to get into other 1{lands. 

In the ſame year 165 1. a Ship belonging to Mr..fohn Txrner, being 
- forced into the Port of Cymanagota by ſtrefſe of Weather, was ſeized 
by the Governour, and the Ship and Goods confiſcated. 

The like was done to another Ship The like bad formerly been done in 


and Goods belonging to ( aptain the ſame 'Port to 4 Ship belonging to 


C ranley. Mr, Tohn Bland, of which Cajtain 
And in the year 1650, A Ship be- ed? wn Philips Was Cntr, 
longing to Mr. Samwel Wilſov, bound 


for Barbadees,and laden with Horſes,was taken at Sea, and carried into 
- the Havana, the Ship and Goods were confiſcate, and moſt of the Men 
kept Priſoners,and forced to work in the Bulwarks like Slaves. 

The like uſage had the Company belonging to a Ship of Barnſtable, 
about two years fince at Santo Domingo in Hiſpaniola ; which Ship, 
ſpringing a Leak near Hi5þanto/a,as ſhe was returning from ſome of our 
Plantations in the Cariby Iſlands, her Company were forced to ſave 
themſelves in their Boat upon Hippaniola, where they were taken Pri- 
ſoners, and made to werk1ike ſlaves in their Fortifications. 
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By theſe Particulars (and many other of the hike nature, which would 
be roo long to rehearſe) it is moſt apparent thar the King of Spain and 
his SubjeRs,do not account themſelves bound to hold any terms of Peace 
with the Engliſh in thoſe parts, but continually exerciſe all manner 
of Hoſtility againſt them, and worſe than Hoſtility ; the Barbarous 
Uſage of the Eoglilh there, being ſo far from the Laws of Peace, that it 
is not agrecable ro the Laws and Cuſtoms of a fair War : And yet the 
Engliſh mult be taxed (as they are by che King of Sp4i» in his Order for 
the late Embargo ) as thoſe, That ha1 bien Wanting to, and Viclaters 
of the ſacred Bonds of Peace ard free Commerce ( ſo religiouſly (as he 
flies) obſerved by bim) and that With ſo unthought-of and declared 
Hoſtility, as the aſſaulting of the City of St. Domingo in the Iſland of 
Hiſpan'iola: which is laid down as the ſole Ground and Cauſe of the ſaid 
Embargo of the Engliſh Goods, and Arreſt of their Perſons in Spain, 
though aggravated againſt Us, by a Repreſentation of H# friendly Ad- | 
miſſion of Onr Fleets into hu * Ports, Where they were pleaſed to * Capt, 
come, and had found it convenient for them to touch, Withont notice Swankey 
taken by bus Miniſters, according to the rigour of the Capitulations of found ne 
Peace, b:tw:en the two Crowns, Which drth reciprocally prohibite the ſuchkind 


entrance"into the Ports with more than ſix or eight Ships of War, entertait 


ment in 
the Port of Trepanny in Sicilly, where about je 1653. his Ship called the Hen 


Bonaventure, together with a Dutch Prize called che Peter, a great and rich Shix 
were ſur prized in that Port within Piſtol (hor of th-ir Fort, by ſeven Dutch men of 
War under the command of young Trump , through the treachery of the King c 
$»ain's Governor of that place;whereby the Merchants conceracd in the (aid Ship,lof 
to the value of ſixty three thouſand pounds and upwards; 


Bur as himſelf in thoſe words cleareth Qur Flzets of any Infringement 
of the Capitulations 1n what they did , being done by leave and permiſ- 
ſion of himſeif, and his Miniſters, (if any ſuch thing were done, and con- 
nived at, as 1s alledged) and as all the world well knoweth, he was not 
ſo courteous for naught, Conſidering the advantage and Countenance 
that his Aﬀa'rs of late have received from Our Fleets ; ſo on the other 
ſide, the ſaid King and his Miniſters, have taken very little notice of the 
Capitulations by him mentioned, wherein it. is ſo expreſly Provided in 
the 23. Article thereof, that if any miſ-underſtanding ſhould happen to 
ariſe between the two States, The Subjects of either are thereof ſo to 
be admoniſhed, as that they may have fix months, from the time of the 
Monition, to tranſport their Merchandizes Without any arreſt, diſt ur - 


bance 
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bante or bur: in the mean ſeaſon to be done, ov given unz0 them, pic] 


Embargo hath been manifeſtly wanting tothe bonds of thoſe Capitula- 
tions by himfelf remembred againſt Us, and his Declaration in the faid 
Order, That a&s of Hoſtility exercized in the #eZF- Indies, are a breach 
of Peace, and of the freedom of Commerce in theſe parts,is of the firfl 
Impreſſion that hitherto hath proceeded from either State;though.there 
have not been wanting ſeveral occaſions on both ſides ro have done it. 
But ſince the King of Spain hath both by word and deed, Declared 
the Treaties of Peace ſo to be underſtood, he hath conſ-quently conclu- 
ded himſelf to have firſt violated the facred Bonds of Frendſhip, by ſo 
many acts of open Hoſtility, firſt exexcized by him npon the Engl:ih in 
thoſe parts, and from time to time continued, ever fince the laſt Treaty 
of Peacezas before hath been particularly declared 5 which is a thing ſo 
evident and notorious, that our Adverſarics themſelves cannot certainly 
bavethe face to deny the matter of Fa, but will chooſe rather to infilt 
upon the tnatter of Right, and that as the King of Spain bath aſſumed 
amongſt his Titles, that of Rex Indiarnms ; ſo. indeed all the Indies and 


Indias Sea, both NN9rth and Sowrh, are hisproper Dominions, and that _ 


they are all:Enemies and Pyrats, that come there without his permiſſion. 
-Which truly if it were ſo, both We and all other Nations, ought to.quit 
to'him #11 We hold in thoſe parts, and diſplanting our Colonies, ask him 
pie the wrong We have hitherto done unto him. But if We 
Tookibro the ground of his Claim and Title, it will appear a very poor 
and weak Foundation, to raife ſo great, and ſo bloody a Building upon, 
as this hath,and is like to prove. 

— AdoubleTitle is pretended, that of the Popes Donatio»,and that of 
firſt Diſcovery; For the former, We know very well, the Pep: hath in- 
deed been very free in diſpoſing of Kingdoms and-Countreys , therein 
being 'very unlike him whoſe Vicar he pretenderh to be , that would 
not take upon him ſo much as to be a Judge to divide Ioheritan- 
ces, much leſſe ro give them away at his pleaſure ; as the Pope hath 
dotie the Kingdoms of England, [reland,and others ; But We acknow- 
ledge no ſuch power in him, nor do'We believe , that any Nation is ſo 
'Yoid of ſenſe, as tothink he hath any ſuch power , or that the Spani- 


4rds themſelves do believe it ,or would affirm it, if the Pope had given 


aſmuch from them, as he hath given to them : And if the French, and 
others, who acknowledge the Popes power in Eccleſiaſtical ANT, 
0 


in their Perſon; or Merchandize, In which, the faid King by the late” 
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do efteety this Title of the Spaniards 7 icoſchn , it cannot:deexpecte(l 
i tharWeſhould account it any orher; and ſo We rave it as not wor» 
| thy any further anſwer. | 

And of 43 little weight is their other Title , as if the SubjeRts of the 
King of Spain, having firſt made diſcovery of ſome few parts of Ame 
r4ca,and having given natnes to ſothe /ſlands, Rivers and Promonteries, 
they ſhould thereby be intituled to the (ole Signiory of that NeW- 
world. But an Imaginaty Ticle, gpon ſuch a preſcription, withvut poſ- 
ſeffion,cannvt creare any real] Right ; The beſt Title that any can have 
to what they poſſeſe in thoſe parts of &merrica, is Plmtation and Pol- 
feſſfion, where there were no Inhabitants, or where there wete any , by 
their conſent, or at leaſt in ſuch waſte and defolace parts of their Coun» 
efies, as they are not'able ih aty meaſure © plant, and poſſeſſe ; ( Gol 
having made the Workd for the uſe of men, and ordained them to reple> 


niſh the ſame. | | 
| Sparenrds will ave little right ro what 


U ik prounds, as the 
they hold, having got aff which they have;contrary to the conſcnes,//ahd 
out ofthe bowels of the firſt Inhabitants , in whoſe blood rhey have 
founded their Empire ; and not found, bar made prear Iſlands,and whole 
| — Countries voidof Inhabirants,having rooted ont all the Natives > -S0.00 
the dther fide , the Eng1s/b will have a very clear Title ro their Planet» 
tions, efpecially to divers Wands , which the Spaniards faverfadited, 
andlain their Colonies in, which eirhee never had any Infabitants,, or 
if deſtroyed by the Spaniards, were alſo deſerted by them , and irfr uty 
peopled ; ſo that by the Law of Natur? and of A arins,vhey riphtfal- 
ly accrew to the Occupiers, and Poſſefſors thereof , according to the 
known maxime, ne nll ſwit, 6 pro dere Bebes bubemtar ceduet af 
O__ Althongh if We had diſpolſeffed che Sporiurals of the Plates - 
where We plantel Oar Colonies , and where they had firſt diſpoſiefſed 
and rooted out the Natives; We as avenpers of theſe Peoples blood and 
wrongs , ſhould have had a better Title ro their Councries than theit 
; 2hd- tntrderers: But Oar Plattarions having been where 
her Natives nor Spumiaris had any poſſeſſion ; not badicft be+ 
kinde them any Habitations; Cattle, or other thing , which might in 
ry fort retain or'pteſerye therr Cliic or Title, Our right in thoſe Places 
|. wastht moretlear , and the wrongs andinjuries done unto Us by the 
y y evaner.n more apparent ; tſpecially in'fuch plaves which were fci» 
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v6potrintime'oF open War between the two Nations { as were the 
C Iſlands 


Iſlands of Providence and Tortuga) whereuhto,if the Spaniards could 
have pretended any.precedent Dormant Title, yet, not making their 
Claim upon the Cloſe of the laſt Peace , by the Second Article thereof, 
they concluded themſelves, as to any ſuch prerentions,and extinguiſhed 
all future Claim and Right thereunto. ; | 

. We need not enlarge Our Diſcourſe upon this ſubjeR,for there is not 
any Underſtanding man who is not ſatisfied of the vanity of the Spanie 
ard: pretentions to the ſole Soveraignty of all thoſe parts of the'World. 
But We have opened a little the weak and frivolous pretences, where- 
upon the Spaniards ground all their cruell and unworthy dealings with 
the Englih in the Feſt- Indies, enfſlaving,. hanging, drowning,and cru- 
elly torcuring to death, Our Countrey-men , ſpoiling their Ships and 
Goods,and deſtroying their Colonies in the times of greateſt Peace, and 
that without any jult cauſe or provocation at all, That the Eng //b Na- 
tion refleting upon the indignity of ſuch proceedings againſt their own 
fleſh and bloud , and the Profeſſors of the ſame true Chriſtian Religion 
wich them, might conſider with themſelves how the Honour of this 
Nation would lie rotting,aſwell as their Veſſels of War, if they ſhould 
any longer ſuffer themſelves to be uſed, or rather abuſed in this manner, 
and not onely excluded from Commerce with ſo preat and rich a part of 
the World,againſt all right and reaſon ; but alſo be accompted, and exe- 
cured as Rovers and Pyrates, for offering £0 ſail,or look into thoſe Seas, 
or having any intercourſe (though with our own Plant«50ns only ) in 
thoſe parts of the world. | 

We ſay nothing of the bloudy Span; Inquiſition ( a common cauſe 
of quarrell to all Prote#anrs ) nor of ſo many Seminaries of &»g iſ 
Prieſts and Zeſwits ih the Speniſs Dominions ( a particular ground of 
offcnce and of danger to this Commonwealth ) Our ſcope principally 
being, to declare the cauſes and grounds of Our quarrell in the z/eſt- 1n.. 
dies. And We truſt, by what hath been ſaid, We have ſufficiently manife- 
ſed unto the Conſciences of all indifferent and impartiall men ; that 
Onzr Neceſſity, Our Honour,and Onr Fuſtice,have called us forth to the 
late Engagement : O#r Neceſſity ; for We muſt have War, where the 
Spaniards will not let Us have Peace;: Onur Honear and. Pa Tien 
for it cannot ſtand with either,to ſit down and ſuffer ſuch vile i jonities 
to be continually done in the Yeſt- Indies, to the People of this Nation, 
as before hath particularly been declared. | 
+ ' Beſides, they look but a little way, that take a mcaſure of the Sp- 
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my | 
»i/ intereſt and intentions, from the late ſhape and countenance that the 
preſent exigent of their affairs, have made. them £9 pur on towards Us 
in theſe parrs of the World z as if their minde, or the fehſe of their in- 
tereſt, were altered (and not rather heightned\, together with their has 
ered and jealouſic upon the late Changes; and temper of this State) from 
what they had inthe year 1588. when they deſigned the totall Con- 
queſt of the E »gliſh Nation ; mw this point of time, which through 
ſome late accidents may poſſibly Wniſter an occafion to lay ſome foun- 
dation for ſecuring Our ſelves (by Gods bleſſing) from ſo inveterate and 
irreconcileable an Enemy of our Religion and Countrey;, be let paſſe, 
he may ſoon recover again a Power :( for a minde; he neither can, nor 
will ever want ) to berome as intolzrable and dangerous as heretofore; 
and We inthe meantime ſuffering ſuch Barbaroas widge of -our- Coun+ 
treymen in the eſts Indbes. ,; without requiring any. ſarisfaftion or. Ju- 
ſtice for the ſame; and our whole Nation to be excluded out of ſo con- 
fiderable a part of the World, and ſaffering Our grand and known Ene- | 
mies , quietly to bring home that vaſt creaſure from the 7:ft- Indzes (ha- 
vying now alſo a Peace with the Dxtch ) and thereby to repair his pre- 
ſear Breaches, and put himſelf into a condition again to reſume that 
Debate which he had in the year 1588. Fhether it w:re not better to 
begin with England 5n order to reduce tbe United Provinces , or to 
begin firſt With them #n\order to reduce England : And no doubt he 
willfiade as many and more reaſons than he did then, to begin firſt 
with England: In which attempt, if God ſhould permit him to ob- 
tain his Will, We might juſtly expe& upon Us firlt, and after upon all 
Proteftants whereſoever, a ſecond part of that ſad Tragedy which 
was lately ated upon Our Brethren in the Valleys of Piedmont. Which 
(if We may believe the Remonſtrance of thoſe poor Proteſtants) had 
its ſource and firſt Contrivance from the Miſſionary Fryars , through 
the influence of the Conrt of Spain, 

All theſe things confidered, We hope all true hearted £wg/i/o men 
will lay by their private animoſities againſt each other, and rather den 
themſelves in their particular concernments, then out of Coverouſne 
of alittle gain by Trade ( which cannot be had but upon Diſhonour- 
able, andin ſome ſort , Diſhoneſt terms , and may be ſapplyed other- 
wiſe ) hazard the Souls ( as they do of many young Merchants and 
FaRors upon the Terms they live and trade in Spar») and ſacrifice the 
Lives and Eſtates of many of their Chriſtian Brethren in America, to- 
gether with che Honour of this Nation : And, which js worſt of - R 
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Minthe end Call Kiſs bein being diſpetied and NT 
eaingagrin ce Spaniel ek Ine (% {1 ; es. 
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Jared by Bis Highteſithe Lord Protedivr, aud the 
ow rk on Printed anl Sy cnc, 
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6 beth per ico her hands | 


Hen Sobel Cleak of the Council, Wo 
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